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!

For this tutorial we will take ordered lists a bit further by exploring options for numbering the list items.  



!

We will look at applying different numbering types such as Roman Numerals. 



!

And we will learn how to handle the starting number problem that results  from breaking a numbered list.  



!

First we will use the type attribute to handle various numbering formats. We will learn why this is used 
over the CSS list-style-type property. 



!

Then apply the start attribute for breaking numbered lists throughout page content. 



!

And we will explore these in the web browser and web tools. 



!

We also have a bonus section covering the reversed HTML attribute.  



!

Then there is homework that challenges you to complete a page using the HTML attributes that we are 
covering. 



!

To follow the steps, copy the file in the activity's start folder and open the listed files in an editor.



!

The starting HTML file has no added CSS styling.



!

Starting on line 11 there is a numbered list.



!

And on the last list item there is a level two bulleted list.



!

When we view this in the web browser, you see that decimal numbers are used as the default number 
style. !



!

And as we see that the CSS list-style-type property is used by default and is set the decimal value. !



!

There are lots of styling options that we can use for this CSS property.



!

You would apply them using CSS selectors in a style sheet.



!

We also have the HTML type attribute for list item number styling. It has a limited list of values compared 
to the CSS list-style-type property. 



!

The type attribute is valid for the ol, ul and li list elements. 



!

So you may ask which should you use: the CSS list-style-property or the HTML type attribute?



!

The CSS list-style-type property is a best choice for styling needs. It has the most options. It can be 
centralized in a style sheet for sharing between elements and web pages.



!

If the value of the list number style represents content, then we use the HTML type attribute to set the 
numbering. For example in a technical document or for a law, the style of the number may identify the list 
item.  



!

We are going to use the HTML type attribute to see how it works. Lets start with upper case Roman 
numerals. 



!

The first step is to insert the type attribute in the ol element's open tag. We will set it to the upper case 
letter I.



!

Save and reload in the web browser. First you see that we have the Roman numerals. They are right 
justified inside the left padding.



!

If you look at the styles panel, you see that the default list-style-type property is overridden by the HTML 
attribute. HTML attributes represent a more specific selector for an element, so it trumps identical 
properties from style sheet selectors.



!

Now we can easily go to lower case Roman numerals in step 2. Just change the upper case letter I to 
lower case.



!

Save and check in the web browser. Now lets try one more variation.



!

And that will be for displaying upper case letters. Changing the type attribute to an upper case letter A is 
all we do for step 3.



!

Save, reload and check it out in the web browser. 



!

You may find at times that you need to insert content not related to the list. An advertisement might be an 
example.  



!

Or you may need to spread your numbered list over multiple web pages.



!

To handle these situations, break your list into multiple lists.  Then you add  the HTML start attribute to 
the ol element. It takes a number to indicate the starting value in the lists.  



!

We will break our list at the fifth list item. Then we can insert place marker text content not included in 
the list items. 



!

First break the list in two. Place the code snippet for step 4 after the fifth list item. 



!

That gives us two separate lists. We can now insert content between the two lists. 



!

Just copy and paste the snippet in step 5 between the two lists. Save and lets check to see what we have 
in the web browser.



!

Now you see we have two lists. The one problem we have is that the numbering starts over with the 
second list. So we can fix that using the HTML start attribute. 



!

We can place it right after the type attribute in the second ol element's open tag. Set the value to 6. 
Because it it alphabetically numbered, the six translates to the letter F.



!

Save and reload. The change is subtle, but if you look closely, you can see that the second list starts with 
the upper case letter F. 



!

Sometimes you need a countdown list. Basically you are reversing the order of the numbers. The HTML 
attribute that you use is called reversed. It has no value. You either include it or not in your element's 
opening tag.



!

You can freely mix it with the other ol element attributes that we discussed so far.



!

Here is an example that you will find in your bonus folder. The reversed attribute does not sort the list. It 
just automatically decreases the count from the total number of items in the list.



!

That completes our work. We saw how the HTML type attribute is applied to the ol element. It changes the 
number format of the list items. 



!

Each format has a single character value. 



!

There is also a CSS option to styling lists. It uses the list-style-type property. You will side with the CSS 
option unless your list number formats are associated with identifying the item in the list. 



!

We also saw how to handle breaking up a numbered list's HTML element. 



!

We have the cases where certain content that does not fit the list format or is unrelated, like an 
advertisement embedded in the content. 



!

And there is the case of a numbered list transcending multiple web pages. 



!

We handle these needs easily using the HTML start attribute.  



!

Lastly we looked into how the HTML type attribute is interpreted by the web browser using the CSS styles 
inspection panel.



!

The type attribute overrides the list-style-type property that is inherited  from style sheets. In this case 
the web browser's style sheet. 



!

Regardless of the format of the number, it is right justified in the left padding of the ol element.



!

Now for a challenge. Modify the top 10 dog breeds list to have a break after the bulldog list item. Your 
results should match the example on this page. Good luck.
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